To Live As Jesus Taught Us.

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,
Today, we joined with schools across
our Diocese as Archbishop Longley and
Bishop Timothy launched the Jubilee
Year of Hope. This pilgrimage for us all,
will help renew our hope and
strengthen the way we live our lives.
Now that the Year of Hope has
officially been launched in schools, we
look forward to events across the year
that will help us all to mark this special
time within our faith. Children are
thoroughly enjoying the new songs
they are learning, the art work they are
creating and the activities that have
been shared with them. We particularly
look forward to our MAC Pilgrim day on
12" February, where we will be
focusing on a ‘Pilgrimage to Rome’.
Have a great weekend.

Mr N Emery (Headteacher)

Pharmacy First
Pharmacy First can support families

over winter with minor illnesses and
seven common conditions. If
appropriate, they can also provide
treatment without a prescription for
seven common conditions and could be
accessed quicker than seeing a GP.
Community pharmacies are ideally
placed to offer a more accessible and
convenient choice to access healthcare
services. This service takes away the
potential delay of having to wait for a
GP appointment and may help ensure
children and staff get well and back to
nursery/school/college as quickly as
possible, potentially positively
impacting attendance rates.

Wednesday Word
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In this Sunday’s Gospel we are reminded that Jesus brings
Good News to everyone. We can all at times be blinded by
selfishness or jealousy, be prisoners of guilt or worry, or be
oppressed by bad habits. But Jesus has come to set us free,
to help us renew our relationship with God and to enrich
our relationships with each other. Today, our schools and
parishes continue Jesus’ work, sharing the Good News of
the Gospel so that people of the world can know God’s love
for them. This Good News is for you and me — Here! Now!
We need only to be open to God’s Spirit.

Social Media

We have recently take the decision to update our Social Media
channels and will no longer be using our Twitter (X) account.
All our posts will now be shared via Bluesky. Please do follow
us on this platform to see events and activites that take place
in school. Our Bluesky feed is @olcolton.bsky.social.
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Y6 Reconciliation
As Year 6 prepare for
their Confirmation on
Friday 7% February,
they will receive the
sacrament of
Reconciliation in
school on Friday 31%
January. Both Father
Biju and Father Austin
will be in attendance
to  support the
children as they look
at ways to continue
to grow in their faith
and become even
better individuals in
as the go through
their journey of faith.
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Dates for 2024/25
Further dates will be added throughout
the term

Im,porbant 0abes

27.1.25 — Holocaust Memorial Day
30.1.25 — Chinese New Year — Food
Promotion Day

31.1.25 — Year 6 Reconciliation

2.2.25 - Candlemas

3.2.25 — Children’s Mental Health
Week - Dress to impress Day

7.2.25 — Year 6 Confirmation @ Olton
Friary — 7pm

11.2.25 — Safer Internet Day — theme
“Too good to be true?”

13.2.25 — Power Heroes — Food Promotion
Day

14.2.25 — We Love School Day

14.2.25 —Last day of half-term

16.2.25 — Racial Justice Day

24.2.25 — School Closed — INSET Day
25.2.25 — School reopens after half-term
25.2.25 — Random Act of Kindness Day
27.2.25 - Young Voices Concert for School
Choir

28.2.25 — St. David’s Day - children to
wear a splash of yellow to school
1.3.25 — Secondary School Offer

Day

1.3.25 - Women’s History Month

5.3.25 — Ash Wednesday - Start of Lent
6.3.25 - World Book Day

6.3.25 — World Book Day - Food
Promotion Day

7.3.25 — World Women’s Day

8.3.25 — Sacrament of Reconciliation - Y3
12.3.25 — Parents’ Evening

13.3.25 — Parents’ Evening

13.3.25 — Lent Fast Day

14.3.25 — School Closed — INSET Day
17.3.25 — St. Patrick’s Day

20.3.25 - International Day of Happiness
28.3.25 - FS1 Mother’s Day

Assembly 9.30am

28.3.25 - FS2 Mother’s Day

Assembly 2.30pm

30.3.25 — Mothering Sunday

10.4.25 — FS1and FS2 Easter

Bonnet Parade — 9.30am

10.4.25 — KS1(Y1and Y2) Easter
Bonnet Parade - 10.30am

10.4.25 — Food Promotions Day -
Delicious Deserts

11.4.25 - LKS2 (Y3 and Y4) to lead
Stations of the Cross — 9.30am

11.4.25 — Last day of term

FOLC AGM

»

On Tuesday 21%* January the FOLC held
their annual AGM in the school hall.
We are pleased to announce that Mrs
Payne will be continuing in her role as
Chair and a committee was formed to
lead the FOLC throughout the year
ahead. Please do let the FOLC reps for
your child’s year group know if you
can be a ‘helping hand’ as events can
only take place through the support of
volunteers.

Snacks

As areminder, children can have a snack
sent with them into school to eat during
their playtime. We ask that this snack is
a healthy choice such as a piece of fruit
rather than chocolate or crisps. Sending
a healthy snack is a way of supporting
your child in making positive choices
regarding food that is good for them.

Chinese New Year
~ Food Promotion Day ~

Happy
Chinese
New Year

2025

If you would like your child to have a
hot dinner on the 30% January to
celebrate Chinese New Year please
book this online through Blue Runner
by Wednesday 29%". All children who are
Free School Meals of Universal Free
School Meals (FS2, Year 1 and Year 2)
will automatically have this promotion.

Children’s Mental

Online Safety #Wake Up Wednesday Health
For further information, please visit the National Online

Safety website.

NOT DEVELO!
BY EXPERTS

Meet Qur Expert

place2Be’s

CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

WEEK

During Children’s
Mental Health Week’
and through the
theme this year:
Know Yourself, Grow
Yourself we will have
been  shining a
spotlight on children
and young people's
mental health.
Children will
participate in many
activities throughout
the week. We look
forward to starting
the week off with our
annual, ‘Dress to
impress Day’ where
children can wear
non-uniform to school
on  Monday 3™
February.




Pharmacy First

—

liminghgm and Solihull

Worried about +
your child’s health? !

Think ‘Pharmacy First'...

It’s a free and confidential way to get qualified help
|nfected Most community pharmacies across

s N Birmingham and Solihull can
insect bites Earache provide advice and treatment
From age 1 Ages:1:47 for your child — for these
common conditions — and

0 |mpet|g° it can be much quicker

From sge than seeing your GP!

(4] Sinusitis

From age 12 Visit the NHS Birmingham
and Solihull website to see

what your local community
L 6 Sore pharmacy can offer.
throat *Fatients already exempt from prescrption charges,

chiidren, wit still get thelr treatment for free, for the rrd
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FOLC The 2025 Challenge

The FOLC are launching this voluntary challenge which we hope many of you will take part
in during the month of January. For more information, please see the letter emailed to you
and sponsor form that came home with your child(ren) this week.

To Celebrate the beginning of 2025, we are challenging you to get
active over the month of January & raise funds for your school.
Select a challenge and get your family and friends to sponsor you.
Your goal is to raise £20.25.

Let’s get Active!
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Why not create your
own challenges? 7

Name:

Class e

Amount Raised: E......ccccecvevenenne Sean e OR Coté

Ylease return cash donations in an envelope by 1st February 2025

Start times

To ensure a steady flow as the children
arrive in school and reduce congestion, the
school operates two drop off times during
the morning. These are 8.45am for FSt1,
FS2, Y5 and Y6 and 8.55am for Y1, Y2, Y3
and Y4. Parents with siblings are able to
drop off at the earlier times as well as any
families where adaptions have been made
and agreed with school. However, all other
families/children should be adhering to
their start time. If you are unable to do so,
we also have our breakfast club facility to
support with earlier drop offs.

to donate online

Catering Reminder

BLUERUNNER

T SOLUTIONS
Thank you to all parents who have now
registered on BlueRunner and are booking
meals for their children. Where parents have
not pre-booked their child's lunch, we are
currently ordering this in class. If you have
not yet done so, please register using the link
below to get started:
https://olaas.myschoolmealorders.com/login

Please keep topping your accounts — we
encourage all to book your child’s lunches on
BlueRunner by Sunday for the week ahead.

Stay and Pray - Lent
During Lent this year we would
like to invite parents to join us at
our stay and pray sessions with
your children. These will take
place in our school hall and will
be an opportunity for you to join
your child and their friends in
prayer. For a list of the dates
please see below:

FS (Reception): Tuesday 18
March at 2.30pm

KS1 (Years 1 and 2): Wednesday
19*" March at 2.30pm

LKS2 (Years 3 and 4): Thursday
20'" March at 2.30pm

UKS2 (Years 5 and 6): Friday 215
March at 2.30pm

World Book Da
On Thursday 6" March, we will

be celebrating World Book Day.
This year, we would like the
children to come to school in
their pyjamas/dressing gowns.
Across the day, the children will
engage in bedtime stories read
by OLC staff - children from the
older classes will also have an
opportunity of reading stories
to, and engaging in reading
activities with, children in the
younger classes. We look
forward to a lovely day which
aims at supporting the children
to engage in reading for
pleasure.

FunN®
‘QQ FeSt

The February half-term
timetable is now live on the Fun
Fest website: https://fun-
fest.co.uk/oltonview/ and
bookings are now being taken
for the holiday club during
February half-term. If, however,
parents from OLC are unable to
book due to spaces being full,
please contact FunFest via the
following  email address:
solihulloffice@funfestholidaycl
ub.co.uk
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