To Live As Jesus Taught Us.

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,
Aswe settleinto the rhythm of the new
term, | want to take a moment to
celebrate the incredible spirit and
dedication of our school community.
The recent FOLC Fun Day was a shining
example of what we can achieve when
we come together with purpose,
creativity, and joy. From the tireless
efforts of our Friends of the OLC to the
enthusiastic participation of staff,
pupils, and families, the day was a
resounding success - filled with
laughter, connection, and a true sense
of belonging. It was heartening to see
so many people enjoying the activities,
supporting  one  another, and
contributing to a vibrant atmosphere
that showcased the very best of our
school. The funds raised will go directly
towards enriching the experiences of
our children, and the memories made
will last far longer.

Thank you to everyone who played a
part - whether behind the scenes or
front and centre. Your commitment
and positivity continue to make our
school a place where every child can
thrive.

Warm regards,

Mr N Emery (Headteacher)
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While on earth, we are glven ‘free will’ and God our Father
trusts us to use it wisely. There may be times when we
make a wrong choice, but we can trust that God is always
there to help us start again. This Sunday’s Gospel reminds
us about the value of being trustworthy people. We can
show this by making good choices — especially when it
comes to the use of money. When we give God first place
inour lives — using our talents, our time and our money to
serve God - we are blessed here and now and can be
certain that we will be rewarded in the life to come too.

Harvest Gifts

On Monday 15* September, we started our collection for the
Harvest Mass at the Friary that will take place on Sunday 5%
October. If you wish to support and donate any dried or
packets of food, please send these into school with your
child(ren) by Friday 3™ October, so that we can transport the
donations to the Friary. We thank you in advance for your
generosity and support.
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Olton Friary Link

To hear all about the
wonderful events that
take place at the Olton
Friary please follow
this link below that will
lead you to their
notice page on their
website:

https://www.oltonfria

ry.org.uk/weekly-
notices/
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Dates for 2025/26
Further dates will be added throughout
the term

21.9.25 — International Day of Peace
22.9.25 - Fairtrade Fortnight begins
24.9.24 — National Fitness Day
26.9.25 — Day of Thanksgiving for Harvest
29.9.25 — Little Way Week
1.10.25 — School Photographs
1.10.25 - Black History Month begins
1.10.25—- Month of the Holy Rosary begins
1.10.25 — Feast Day of St. Therese
2.10.25 — Feast Day of Guardian Angels
3.10.25 — Cafod Family Fast Day
3.10.25 — Season of Creation ends
3.10.25 - Year 6 Prefect Service at Friary —
2pm
7.10.25 — Feast Day of Our Lady of the
Rosary
9.10.25 - Feast Day of St John Henry
Newman
10.10.25 — World Mental Health Day -
children to wear splash of yellow with
school uniform
10.10.25 — FS2/Y6 Buddies Service -
2.15pm
11.10.25 — Olton Friary Pilgrim of Hope
Flower Festival
12.10.25 — Feast Day of St Wilfrid
13.10.25 — Feast Day of St Edward
16.10.25 — World Food Day
17.10.25 — Year 6 Trip to St. Chad’s
17.10.25 — FOLC Disco at OLC
20.10.25 — Diwali
23.10.25 — Last day of half-term for pupils
24.10.25 - School Closed to pupils for
INSET Day
31.10.25 — Closing date for Secondary
Applications
1.11.25 — All Saints’ Day — Holy Day of
Obligation
3.11.25 — School reopens for Autumn Term
2
4.11.25 — FS1/FS2 Open Day - 5pm
10.11.25 — World Science Day
10.11.25 — Anti-bullying Week
11.11.25 — Remembrance Day
12.11.25 — Parents’ Evening
13.11.25 — Parents’ Evening
14.11.25 — Children in Need
17.11.25 — Road Safety Week
17.11.25 — Flu Immunisations (FS2 to Y6)
19.11.25 — Drop Everything and Read Day
20.11.25 — World Children’s Day
20.11.25— OLAAS MAC celebration Day
20.11.25 — One Life Retreat Day - Y6
21.11.25 — End of Jubilee Year
23.11.25 — Christ the King — Youth Mass
30.11.25 — St. Andrew’s Day
30.11.25 — Advent begins
3.12.25 — FS2 Nativity — 9.20am

Dates for 2025/26 Continued
6.12.25 — Christmas Fayre at
OoLC
9.12.25 — Last Swimming
Session for Class 6D
10.12.25 — FS1 Nativity — 9.20am
11.12.25 - Y4/Y5/Y6
Reconciliation
12.12.25 — Christmas Jumper
Day
12.12.25 — FS1 Application
Deadline for 26/27
12.12.25 — KS1 Carols — 9.30am
12.12.25 — LKS2 Carols -
10.30am
12.12.25 - UKS2 Carols — 2.30pm
16.12.25 — Stay and Pray Whole
School - 2.30pm
17.12.25 — Christmas Dinner Day
18.12.25 — Party Day
18.12.25 - Whole School
Theatre performance at School
for children
19.12.25 - Toy Day
19.12.25 — Last Day of Term
before Christmas Holidays —
School finishes at 2pm

School Photographs

On Wednesday 1% October, we
will  be having individual
photographs taken for each
child. All children are to wear
their school uniform on the day;
any classes that would usually
have PE are to bring their PE kit
to change into before their PE
lesson.

Nurser Admissi‘on 2025/26
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If you are interested in places
for your child to begin with us
in Nursery this school year
(2025/26), please contact the

school office.
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IS YOUR CAR
PARKED
ILLEGALLY?

Itis if...

* You are parked within 10 metres
of a junction

* You are parked in front of an
entrance to a property

SCHOOL - KEEP - CLEAR

* Parked on Zig Zag lines
* Parked on Double Yellow Lines

* Parked causing any other
obstruction

THE CONSEQUENCES

A fine and potentially points on
your licence

Working Together Meetings

It was wonderful this week to welcome families
to the Working Together Meetings. These
eventsare a crucial opportunity forusto be able
to share with you our expectations for the
school year for your child(ren).

PowerPoints from these meetings will be
uploaded to the curriculum area of the website
in the coming week - please take some time to
view these if you were unable to attend.

Year 6 Prefect Service

Please join us on Friday 3 October at 2pm, at
Olton Friary Church for our Year 6 Prefects
Service where the children with be blessed and
commissioned as Prefects, reaffirming their
pledge to pupil leadership within the Catholic
community of our school. In their new role, the
children will have the opportunity to further
embed their commitment to our school mission
statement - to live as Jesus taught us.




Online Safety #Wake Up Wednesday

Online Safety website.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

- muve me

BLOCK AND REPORT

Meet Our Expert

For further information, please visit the National

Birthday Treats
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the end of the school day.

Secondary Applications

Apply for your
secon ary school
place

should apply on the online portal

Just as a reminder - children are able to bring in
small bags of sealed sweets to give out for their
birthday (if they wish to); these will be given out at

The closing date for secondary school 2026
applications is 315 October. Solihull residents

www.solihull.gov.uk/pp Applications received

after the closing date will not be processed until
after the offers are made in March. Applying late
will affect the offer you can expect to receive. For
residents outside of the borough, please contact
your home authority to submit an application.

Fairtrade Fortnight

Fairtrade Fortnight is a national campaign that celebrates the people behind
some of our favourite products - from farmers to factory workers - and
highlights the importance of fair prices, decent working conditions, and
sustainable practices. For the nexttwo weeks, our school will be exploring how
choosing Fairtrade items can make a real difference to communities around the
world and we ask that when you are out and about in the shops with your
children, you take time to discuss these products with your children and even
consider changing to these. Itis a great opportunity for children to learn about
global citizenship and ethical choices in a fun and engaging way.

Flower Festival

On Friday 10" October, the Olton Friary will begin it’s Flower Festival as part
of the Year of Hope. Every group associated with the Friary will create afloral

decoration which will be displayed at the Church from the 10" October and
over the weekend. OLC will be making floral decorations from each of the
phases (FS, KS1, LKS2 and UKS2) and we hope you are able to come along and
see these on display. You are also invited to the Mass on Friday 10" October,
which will be celebrated by Bishop David Evans. Our choir will also be singing
during Mass. We look forward to this celebration and hope you can join us.

We are looking forward to our Open Day in November where we will have the
opportunity to meet prospective parents who are looking for a school place
for their child for September 2026. We will be holding the Open Day on 4
November at 5pm - this will be held in the school hall.

Homework Expectations
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Please take some time to
familiarise yourselves with the
information shared with you at the
Working  Together  Meetings
regardinghomework expectations,
so that you cansupport your child’s
learning at home. Please also
remember that the Weekly
Learning Plans are publishedonour
website every week. These canalso
be used alongside your child’s
homework.

Water / Snacks

As a reminder, children can bring to
school a piece of fruit or a healthy
snack with them to eat during
playtime (rather than chocolate or
crisps from their lunchbox). They
are also encouraged to have water
in a plastic water bottle rather than
squash or juice; as a reminder,
metal water bottles are not to be
brought into school. Thank you all
for your support with this.
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Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
It is wonderful to hear that children from OLC will be taking part in the
production below at the Core Theatre in Solihull. If you wish to support our
children and watch the performance, you will be able to purchase tickets via
the Core Theatre website.
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Catering in Primary Schools

Please see the following information from our

Multi Academy Company, OLAAS:

= Aspens, our school meal caterer, have
listened to the views of parents and pupils
and have brought back some of the
favourite meals as well as renamed meals
so that they are easier to understand. They
have also brought in a wider variety of
vegetables, meals and desserts onto the
menus.
These new menus will be introduced on 1
November 2025.
Due to high rising food costs, paid meals
will rise by 5p per meal from £2.70 to £2.75
per meal from this date.
Please ensure you have notified your
school office of your child/children's
allergies.

Meal Booking System

\ ParentPay

From Monday 22" September there will be a
change of booking system to order meals for
your children.Youshouldhave receivedaletter
by email on Friday explaining the change and
howto set yourselfuponthe system.Thereare
also links to short videos that explain this
process too. If you encounter any problems,
please let the office know. The expectation is
that children’s meals should be order by
Sunday evening for the week ahead so that the
right quantity of food is ordered and cooked,
therefore limiting waste.

On September 21°, we join millions around the world in observnng the International Day of Peace, a day dedicated to strengthening the
ideals of peace both within and among all nations and peoples. At OLC, peace is more than just the absence of conflict - it Is about
fostering kindness, understanding, and respectin every classroom, corridor, and conversation. This year’s theme, “Actions for Peace:
Our Ambition for the Global Goals”, reminds us that peace begins with each of us. Whether it is through a smile, a helping hand, or
standing up for what is right, our daily choices shape the culture of our school and the wider world. Throughout the week, students will
be invited to take part in reflective activities, creative projects, and discussions that explore what peace means to them. We encourage
familiesto continue these conversations athome and celebrate the small, meaningful ways that we canall contribute to a more peaceful
community. Let us take this opportunity to pause, reflect, and recommit to building a school where every voice is heard, every person

is valued, and peace is a shared priority.




