To Live As Jesus Taught Us. =/

SUMMARY

Dear Parents and Carers,

A huge welcome back to you all for the
2024/2025 academic year! We have certainly
missed each and every one of you and were
delighted to see all of our children return to
school this week looking so smart in their new
uniform. We are so excited at OLC at what
this year has in store for us. In particular, we
are looking forward to our 50" anniversary
celebrations starting next week with our non-
uniform day on Monday, followed by the
FOLC 50" Fun day at school from 2pm on
Friday and finally we will end the week
celebrating with Mass at the Olton Friary
Church on Sunday at 9am — we hope you can
all join us and be part of such a joyous
occasion. Throughout the year we will be
continuing with further celebrations to
commemorate our golden jubilee and we
would like to invite parents and friends to
OLC’s ‘Songs across the Decades’ on Friday
27" September, where each of our phases
will be singing a song or two on the school
grounds from 2pm.

Have a great weekend all - it is great to have
you all back.

Mr N Emery (Headteacher)
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While Jesus was travelling towards the Sea of
Galilee, they brought him a deaf man who could
hardly talk; and they asked Jesus to lay his hand on
him. Jesus took the man away from the crowd, put
his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his
tongue with spittle. Then, looking up to heaven,
Jesus sighed and said to him, “Be opened.” At once
the man could hear and he could speak clearly too.
And Jesus ordered the people to tell no one aboutiit,
but the more he insisted, the more widely they told
everyone about it. “He has done all things well,”
they said. ““He makes the deaf hear and the dumb
speak.”

Sacramental Dates
As advised in the newsletter before the summer break
please find below the Sacramental Dates for 24/25:

- Year 6 Confirmation - Friday 7*" February 2025 at 7pm
- Year 3 First Holy Communion — Saturday 10t and 17t
May 2025 at 10am.

Swimming
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Weekly Learning Plans
Across this year, we will continue to upload the
Weekly Learning Plans to our school website.
These plans will give you an opportunity to
support your child’s learning at home. We are
also looking forward to hosting our Phase
‘Working Together Meetings’ in school so that
we can share the expectations for each of our
phases across this school year. We hope you
will find these meetings informative and a
further way of getting to know more about
your child’s learning journey this year.

School Fund
We currently ask you all to pay School Fund in support
of our school; we ask for £10 per child or £15 per family
each term - you can choose whether to contribute on a
termly basis or pay for the full year. To pay for the full
year on ParentPay would be £30 per child or £45 per
family. We thank you in advance for these contributions
which continue to help our school purchase and
provide your children with resources that the school
budget cannot unfortunately stretch to.

Swimming lessons will
begin for children in
6C on Tuesday 10"
September; after
Christmas, 5/6D will
start their sessions
and 5R will have their
turn after Easter.
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Dates for 2024/25
Further dates will be added throughout
the term
9.9.24 — Non-uniform day in exchange for
bottle donation towards 50" anniversary
9.9.24 — After School Clubs begin
13.9.24 — FOLC Fun Day - 50" Anniversary
13.9.24 — School closes at 2pm for pupils —
Footsteps also closed after school
15.9.24 — OLC 50 Anniversary Mass at
Olton Friary — 9am
16.9.24 — Donations of Harvest Gifts
17.9.24 — Swimming begins for Class 6C
(Miss Chick’s Class)
17.9.24 - Guitar lessons begin for Class 4B
(Mr Brennan’s Class)
17.9.24 — FS Working Together Meeting -
4pm
17.9.24 — KS1 Working Together Meeting —
5.15pm
18.9.24 — National Fitness Day
19.9.24 — UKS2 Working Together Meeting
—4pm
19.9.24 —LKS2 Working Together Meeting

Dates for 2024/25 Continued
18.11.24 — Road Safety Week
20.11.24 — World Children’s Day
22.11.24 - Drop Everything and
Read Day
30.11.24 — St. Andrew’s Day
1.12.24 — Advent begins
4.12.24 — FS2 Nativity — 9.20am
7.12.24 — Christmas Fayre at OLC
11.12.24 - FS1 Nativity — 9.20am
10.12.24 — Last Swimming Session
for Class 6C
13.12.24 — Christmas Jumper Day
13.12.24 — KS1 Carols - 9.30am
13.12.24 — LKS2 Carols — 10.30am
13.12.24 — UKS2 Carols — 2.30pm
18.12.24 — Christmas Dinner Day
19.12.24 — Party Da1
19.12.23 — Whole School Theatre

performance at School for children

20.12.24 - Toy Day
20.12.24 - Last Day of Term before
Christmas Holidays

Sports Clubs

We are looking forward to our After
School Clubs starting next week. If you
would like to book onto any of these
please follow this link to our website:
https://www.olc.solihull.sch.uk/school-
clubs

Nursery Admission 2024/25
If you are interested in places for 2024/25 for
your child to begin with us in Nursery, please
contact the school office.

Olton Friary Link

—5.15pm

26.9.24— OLAAS MAC celebration Day
27.9.24 — Day of Thanksgiving for Harvest
30.9.24 — Little Way Week

1.10.24 - Black History Month begins

To hear all about the wonderful events that

Nut Aware School take place at the Olton Friary please follow

As a Nut Aware School, we ask you this link below that will lead you to their
all to ensure that you are checking notice page on  their  website:

your child’s lunch boxes so that no

1.10.24- Month of the Holy Rosary begins
4.10.24 — Season of Creation ends
9.10.23 - Flu Immunisations (FS2 to Y6)
9.10.24 - Feast Day of St John Henry
Newman

10.10.24 — World Mental Health Day -
children to wear splash of yellow with
school uniform

10.10.24 - Y6 Retreat with One Life Music
12.10.24 - Feast Day of St Wilfrid
13.10.24 — Feast Day of St Edward
18.10.24 — FS2 and Y6 Buddies Service -
2.15pm

23.10.24 — School Photographs
24.10.24 - Y6 Trip to St Chad’s

24.10.24 — Last day of half-term
25.10.24 - School Closed to pupils for
INSET Day

31.10.24 — Diwali

31.10.24 — Closing date for Secondary
Applications

1.11.24 - All Saints’ Day - Holy Day of
Obligation

4.11.24 - School reopens for Autumn
Term 2

5.11.24 — FS1/FS2 Open Day - 5pm
10.11.24 — World Science Day

11.11.24 - Remembrance Day

11.11.24 - Anti-bullying Week

13.11.24 — Parents’ Evening

14.11.24 - Parents’ Evening

15.11.24 — Children in Need

nut products are sent into school.
Thank you.

50'" Anniversary

OLC's big birthday celebration will
be here before we know it, and
you've guessed it, yet again, we
are looking for help to make this a
wonderful event. Please can you
let the FOLC know if you are able
to help on 13*" September anytime
from 12pm till 8pm. We would
appreciate any help during that
time and also between 8.30am
until 11.30am on Monday ot
September. It looks to be a
wonderful event, with live music,
BBQ, lots of wonderful stalls, a
selection of inflatables, and lots of
garden games. You can bring a
blanket/garden chairs and enjoy
the celebrations. In addition, to
this, the school will also close
early at 2pm on Friday 13t
September and there will be no
Footsteps provision on this day.

https://www.oltonfriary.org.uk/weekly-

notices/

Newsletter and School App
Throughout this academic year, the school
newsletter will continue to be available on a
fortnightly basis. We will also continue to
share information through our school email
and school app. If you have not yet
downloaded the School App, please do so to
stay updated with information we send out.
Please follow this link to get set up:
https://www.olc.solihull.sch.uk/the-school-
app/

The next newsletter will be issued on the
20" September 2024.

We are pleased to announce that children
in Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) will be
starting Guitar lessons on Tuesday. 4B will
begin their lessons this term, followed by
3/4S after Christmas and 3KC after Easter.
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Online Safety #Wake Up Wednesday
For further information, please visit the National Online Safety website.
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Attendance
As you would have heard in the news, there
is a continued push from the Department of
Education to improve attendance across
schools. This information was shared with
you all prior to the summer holidays - we ask
that, in particular, holidays are not taken in
school time. OLC’s attendance is in line with
the national data, however our attendance
would be significantly above national
average without the holiday absences that
are taken in the school term.

Youth Group at Olton Friary
Our children are blessed with the
opportunity of attending a Youth Group at
the Friary which takes place every Friday
evening starting on 13™ September, from
6.30pm - 8.30pm. This is very popular and a
great opportunity to participate in exciting
activities, meet other young people and make
new friends. ©
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During the summer holidays,
school has had lots of work done
inreadiness for its reopening. We
are really pleased to share with
you that our Computer Suite will
shortly have the next phase of
development completed with
the installation of 32 working
stations — we will share photos of
this with you as soon as the final
tweaks are completed.

We are also awaiting the delivery
of our outdoor Reading Area
which will be placed on the KS1
playground. Both of these
projects would have been
impossible without the support
of the FOLC - we are so grateful
to them for their donations.

Catering
This week you will have received reminders from
before the summer holiday about the change of
the catering provider across OLAAS schools that
have taken effect this September. Please do
familiarise yourself with the information that has
been shared which can be accessed by following

this link: https://www.olc.solihull.sch.uk/catering-
at-olc/. As part of the new procedures across all
of the MAC schools all meals now have to be
booked on ParentPay in advance. Please do begin
to get into the habit of pre-booking your child’s
meals each week.

Well done Teejay

We received fantastic news at the beginning of
the week that one of our pupils Teejay in Year 3
was offered an Under 8’s pre-contract with West
Bromwich Albion Football Club. As you can see
from the delight on Teejay’s face he has
accepted their offer and signed on the dotted
line! We wish Teejay all the best and hope to see
him on the big stage in the not so distant future,
following in the footsteps of previous OLC pupils
Jack Grealish and Callum O’Reilly. Well done
Teejay!

PE Kit Days

Please see below a list of the days when
your child is required to wear their PE kit

Monday: FS1, 1M, 3KC, 3/4S

Tuesday: FS2, 3KC, 4B, 5R, 6C (swimming)
Wednesday: 1M, 1/2H, 2M, 4B, 5R, 5/6D, 6C
Thursday: FS2, 1/2H, 2M, 3/4S, 5/6D

Friday: FS1
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